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A Manual of Materia Medica and Pharmacology. By David M. 
R. CuTjBreth, Ph.G-. f Professor of Botany, Materia Medica, and Phar¬ 
macognosy in the Maryland College of Pharmacy; Associate Professor 
of Materia Medica and Pharmacognosy in the University of Maryland 
Medical and Dental Schools. Second edition, enlarged and thoroughly 
revised. Pp. xv., 885. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & 
Co., 1901. 

This work treats of all drugs of organic or inorganic origin which 
are or have been official in the United States Pharmacopceia, together 
with those of important allied species and useful synthetics, and is 
embellished with four hundred and sixty-four illustrations. Some four 
years ago we called attention to the many excellencies of the first 
edition. We note with interest the improvement which experience has 
prompted the author to make. First, as to arrangement, we note an 
entire revisal of the sequence of drugs derived from the vegetable 
kingdom ; they now are arranged commencing with the simplest plant 
and ending with the most complex. The animal drugs begin with those 
derived from the lowest grade and ascend to those of the highest devel¬ 
opment. The remaining drugs, inorganic, carbon, and synthetic com¬ 
pounds, are arranged on a chemical basis. This is a distinct improve¬ 
ment, in that it follows the natural order of evolution, excepting in 
order of main divisions, which would be, of course, inorganic, vegetable 
organic and animal organic drugs. We note, also, the endeavor of the 
author to popularize the metric system of measurements by giving it 
the preference, and in this the book will find many imitators. Further, 
the physiological action of remedies has been extended, and toxicology 
has received attention. Many observations might be quoted with 
approval, but this may indicate the trend of the author’s mind. 
“Arrangement by alphabetic sequence. This is the least scientific but 
the most popular ; in fact, it is not a true system, as no tacit relation¬ 
ship in any particular exists between the associated subjects, save that 
of initial letter in spelliug, which can offer to the student the trifling 
advantage of texical convenience.” Naturally, with predominant 
logical faculty the matter is arranged with a view of the student’s 
acquisition of tone perspective and ready association of correlated 
facts. Of matters which might have been left for other treatises, we 
formerly suggested the “ Microscope and its use in materia medica.” 
“ Poisons—treatment and antidotes” might also be open to the same 
remark were it not for the fact of the great excellence of this portion 
of the appendix. “ Prescription writing of the physician ” is some¬ 
what refreshing in the advice that an indifferent penmanship should be 
improved by careful practice, “ so as to make sure that you know how 
to write before knowing what to write.” This statement, evidently 
suggested by experience, is respectfully submitted for the considera¬ 
tion of State boards of medical examiners. One matter which in our 
opinion is quite as important for the student of pharmacy to remember 
has been omitted: That when a pharmacist is called upon to furnish 
a copy of the prescription that it should be an exact copy, verbatim et 
literatim. This we nave never found done, but the alleged copy is a 
straDge mixture of cases and genders, or an aggregation of uncouth 
abbreviations. The book is better for having its index in larger type 
than was employed in its predecessor. 
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This edition shows the same painstaking accuracy, extensive reading, 
and satisfactory treatment of the various topics ; naturally with greater- 
stress being placed upon the vegetable materia medica, although the 
inorganic and synthetic compounds are by no means neglected. We 
are still of the opinion that the pharmaceutical, rather than the medical, 
student will find it better adapted to his requirements. The latter will 
probably devote less time to the substance and more to what it will do 
and for what it is used. The work has occupied the leading place 
which we predicted for it, and this edition makes it still more worthy 
of its prominent position. R. "\y -\y 


An American Text-book of Physiology. Edited by William H. 

Howell, Ph.D., 1LD., Professor of Physiology in Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity. Two volumes, royal octavo, of nearly GOO pages each, fully illus¬ 
trated. Philadelphia and London : W. B. Saunders & Co., 1900. 

The science of physiology changes so rapidly and new ideas and 
theories displace old and accepted ones with such swiftness that new 
editions of a text-book on the subject are frequentlv necessary in order 
to keep pace with the general advance. The first edition of the Amer¬ 
ican Text-book of Physiology at the time of its publication represented 
the very latest phase of the subject; but in the comparatively short 
time since it appeared, owing to the rapid advance in this as in allied 
branches of medical science, as well as to the exhaustion of the first 
edition, the second has become necessary, and is now given to the pro¬ 
fession, embodying the latest ideas on the subject. A critical review of 
the Text-book as a whole is hardly necessary, as it is known to the 
student and practitioner as a standard work by the most eminent men 
in this branch in the country, and the present edition is a worthy suc¬ 
cessor of the preceding one. Written by a number of men, most of 
them professors of physiology in the leading medical schools of America, 
each of whom has contributed special chapters on the subjects they 
are most fitted to write upon and expound, the work has an authority 
and a breadth that are seldom attained by a one-man book, and, though 
many of the papers slightly overlap each other in their scope, the whole 
result is remarkably harmonious. Many parts of the second edition 
have been rewritten, with numerous excellent illustrations, notably the 
chapter on the Central Nervous System, which has been much extended 
and brought thoroughly up to date, while the section on Physical Chem¬ 
istry is a very valuable and ably written addition that will prove of 
great help to the student of physiology, as the subject has come into a 
great deal of prominence lately. In the other sections many old theories 
have been discarded where they have been shown to be wrong, their 
places being taken by the latest discoveries and the subjects treated 
from the newer points of view. Throughout the book references are 
given in numbers, forming quite a complete bibliography in most sec¬ 
tions, though in others they are not so frequent. Owing to the rather 
unwieldy size of the first edition, the present one has been brought 
out in two volumes, each of a very convenient size, of about six hundred 



